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Sovzets deny link to paggl shootmgfa
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- MOSCOW — The Sovtet. Umun ye;-
terday dismissed as * ‘absurd Mrsinuas
tions” the first public allegations-by:
Turkish terrorist Mehpiel Ali Agca
that Soviet -and Bulgarian secret:
agenls helped him m a plol to.
Pope John Paul L. A
= .The new aUeganons werEintent
10.divert attention fromn £
organizers and inspirers Gk 3
ierrorism, who afe closely +ml\ed‘
_with neo-fascist circles and the
American -CIAY the Doviet Hews
agency, Tass, said,..~ el

Fav bkt
Abtd. ih-d: §drpride enc
day with report rs -outside pm“
headquume‘rs HRotne, alleged: pub~
~diglytor thefirstlime that the Soviet -
KGB and Bulgarian secret service -
were behingd his .mempl 10 assassr ‘
, hate the Popegnru May ;
'@gw 24,-ad8 3

&nce of Emamia Orlandi, IS, the,
daughter. of atVatican employee, on'
‘June. 22, Her; kidnappers have de~
manded;Agca 5 fréedom. -

» Tass 'said’ that lnvesngatxons and
gudence ‘proved that alleged links
between Agca-and Socialist countries
were “nothing. more than absurd jn-

sinuations. ~ "

“wThere are absolmely no facts to
Bear out. directly or-indirectly, the-
$oc1alist countries complicity in. the

Heinous crime,” Tass said.

7:On Friday, Agca firmly: responded
"Yes the KGB,”:when- a-television -
reporter asked. lnm whether. the So- |

viet Union's:secret service was be-.:
hind the papal shooting in-St. Peter’s,;~.,
Square ' |

- Agca's statefnents added weight to .
allegauons by ltalian ‘investigators -
that Bulgar:an secret’ agents were
involved in the attack. The Bulgari- |
ans have repeatedly denied the alle-
ganons o

i:In remarks from .the meetmg \
broadcast later, on national "televi-’
sion. the slim, unshaven Agca clearly .
pointed to the KGB and Bulgarjan
secret agents as having helped him
carry out the assassination attempt, ;
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_§pread specilation’‘in the Westert

the speculation abs

‘Bis alleganona

« r-xs\r‘

1 Agea's a 1’ganons“ foliwed. wide-*l

media that the Sovjet.Union. wanted

o eliminate the Polish-born pontiff -

because of his’ strong ‘'support for ‘

~Poland's now-outlawed Solidarity."

trade union. The Soviets have-called, ‘

-Agca offered nd’ pr‘_‘ f to back up’

{:During his ial’ i July 1981 'Ag

: mamtained that'heacted ‘alone, How=",
WS | ever news reports have said he later”

nfessed that he had several accom-.

plices; including at least -one with’
lgim in St. Peter’s Square on the dqy
be"mb%pc !
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